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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 02/26/08 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because there is no English 
translation/abstract for foreign references: CN 21675434 and DE 86 19 760.6. It has 
been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of 
any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the 
submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of 
determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, 
including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See 
MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 33 and 37 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim they dependent upon claims that depend 
upon one of more claims. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim*** not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 29, 30, 33, 34, 36, 37 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Blackman (US 1,299,818). 
Blackman teaches the following: 

29 (New). A hood (12) for protecting the head of a user, said hood comprising: a 
flexible skin for providing protection for the user's head (page 1 , lines 67-80); and a 
foldable frame (9), operative to support said flexible skin (12); where said flexible skin is 
attached to said foldable frame (figures 1 and 2); where said foldable frame (9) is un 
foldable to a first position where said foldable frame supports said flexible skin (figures 1 
and 2), surrounding at least a portion of the user's head and spaced from the head of 
the user (figures 1 and 2: page 1, lines 18-26); 

and where said foldable frame (9) is foldable to a second position where said foldable 
frame and said flexible skin are stowed at said second position, with said flexible skin 
clear of the user's head (page 1 , lines 87-90). 

30 (New). A hood according to claim 29, wherein said foldable frame (9) 
comprises two hinges (10, 11) for being positioned at respective sides of a wearer's 
head and one or more frame elements (9) connected between the two hinges (figures 2 
and 3). 

33 (New). A hood according to any one of claims 29-32, wherein said foldable 
flame comprises an "L" shaped member (figure 2), to allow the hood (12) to reach 
forward over the wearer's face when said foldable flame is in said first position (figures 1 
and 2), and to enable the hood to lie flush against the back of the wearer when said 
foldable frame is in said second position (page 1 , lines 87-90). 
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34 (New). A foldable flame for use in a hood (12) for protecting the head of a 
user, the hood having a flexible skin (12) for providing protection for the users head and 
said frame being operative to support the flexible skin (figures 1 and 2: page 1 , lines 67- 
79); 

said frame (9) comprising means for attachment for said flexible skin (figure 2); 
said foldable frame (9) being un foldable to a first position where said foldable flame 
supports said flexible skin (figure 1 and 2), surrounding at least a portion of the user's 
head and spaced from the head of the user (page 1, lines 18-26); 
and said foldable frame being foldable to a second position where said foldable frame 
and said flexible skin are stowed at said second position, with said flexible skin clear of 
the user's head (page 1 , lines 87-90). 

36 (New). A foldable frame according to claim 34, wherein said first position 
comprises said foldable frame, when the user is wearing the garment, supporting the 
flexible skin to protect the top, sides and rear of the user's head; 

and wherein said second position comprises said foldable frame and the flexible skin 
being disposed behind the collar on the back of the garment (figures 1 and 2: page 1 , 
lines 87-90). 

37 (New). A foldable frame, according to any one of claims 34 through 36, 
comprising an "L" shaped member, to allow the hood to reach forward over the wearer's 
face when said foldable frame is in said first position, and to enable the hood to lie flush 
against the back of the wearer when said foldable frame is in said second position 
(figures 1 and 2: page 1, lines 87-90). 



Application/Control Number: 10/559,490 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3765 

39 (New). A foldable frame, according to claim 34, wherein said one or more 
frame members (9, 9) comprise two or more substantially flexible frame members (9, 9), 
a first substantially flexible frame member (9) being pivot able about said hinges (13, 
13), said first substantially flexible frame member comprising first and second pivots 
(10, 1 1) on either side thereof, and second and subsequent substantially flexible frame 
members being affixed at their ends to pivot about the first and second pivots (figures 1- 
3). 

5. Claims 29-32, 34, 35 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hughes-Mahone (US 1 ,092,794). 
Hughes-Mahone teaches the following: 

29 (New). A hood for protecting the head of a user, said hood comprising: a 
flexible skin for providing protection for the user's head 

(page 1, lines 8-16); and a foldable frame, operative to support said flexible skin; where 
said flexible skin is attached to said foldable frame; where said foldable frame is un 
foldable to a first position where said foldable frame supports said flexible skin, 
surrounding at least a portion of the user's head and spaced from the head of the user 
(figure 1 : page 1 , lines 8-1 6); 

and where said foldable frame is foldable to a second position where said foldable 
frame and said flexible skin are stowed at said second position, with said flexible skin 
clear of the user's head (figures 5). 
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30 (New). A hood according to claim 29, wherein said foldable frame comprises 
two hinges (see connection of identifier 1 ) for being positioned at respective sides of a 
wearer's head and one or more frame elements connected between the two hinges 
(figure 1, 3 and 5). 

31 (New). A hood according to claim 30, wherein said foldable frame comprises 
one or more frame elements (1 ) able to be twisted upon themselves (6) for the foldable 
frame to be looped upon itself (figures 1 , 3 and 5). 

32 (New). A hood, according to claim 31 , wherein said one or more substantially 
flexible frame members comprise two or more substantially flexible frame members (1), 
a first substantially flexible frame member (1) being pivotal about said hinges (see 
connection of identifier 1 ), said first substantially flexible flame member comprising first 
and second pivots (2) on either side thereof, and second and subsequent substantially 
flexible flame members being affixed at their ends to pivot about the first and second 
pivots (see figures 1 , 3 and 5). 

34 (New). A foldable frame for use in a hood for protecting the head of a user, 
the hood having a flexible skin for providing protection for the users head and said 
frame being operative to support the flexible skin (page 1, lines 8-16); 
said frame comprising means for attachment for said flexible skin (page 1 , lines 8-1 6); 
said foldable frame being un foldable to a first position where said foldable flame 
supports said flexible skin (page 1, lines 8-16), surrounding at least a portion of the 
user's head and spaced from the head of the user (figure 1); 

and said foldable frame being foldable to a second position where said foldable frame 
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and said flexible skin are stowed at said second position, with said flexible skin clear of 
the user's head (figure 5: page 1, lines 88-89). 

35 (New). A foldable frame according to claim 34, comprising one or more 
substantially flexible members (1), said one or more substantially flexible members 
being able to be twisted upon themselves from the first position (1,6,1, 6), where the 
foldable frame is in a first stable configuration and extended (figure 3), to the second 
position, where the foldable frame assumes a second stable configuration where the 
foldable frame is looped upon itself (figure 5). 

38 (New). A head cover comprising: a fabric cover for extending over and above 
the wearer's head (page 1 , lines 8-16); a frame comprising two support members (2) for 
being connected to respective sides of said wearer's head and a rib (1, 6, 6, 1) having 
ends connected to the support members (2) and operable for extending over said 
wearer's head above the hair and supporting the fabric cover (figures 1 and 3); 
said rib (1 , 6, 6, 1 ) also being operable for being looped back upon itself and twisted for 
the frame to assume a more compact configuration for storage (figures 5). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and can be found cited in PTO-892 form submitted herewith. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alissa L. Hoey/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



